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2011 EMERGENCY CARE UPDATE CONFERENCE ATTRACTS HUNDREDS 
 

 
 CareFliteôs 2011 ECU was held on May 23

rd
  & 24

th
. See the next page for more photos and the complete story. 

 

  

  

 
 

2011 Great First Responder 

Awards were presented on 

May 23
rd

 at the Arlington 

Convention Center. The 

Awards are presented 

annually and co-sponsored 

by CareFlite and the DFW 

Hospital Council. More 

information on this yearôs 

ceremony and winners can 

be found on page 8. 
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2011 EMERGENCY CARE UPDATE CONFERENCE  A GREAT SUCCESSé 

 

 
CareFlite first held its ECU Conference in 1982, making it one of the oldest First Responder Conferences in the United States. 
 

 

 
 
 

            

 

Shown above left are the Sponsors of this yearôs Emergency Care Update Conference. First held in 1982, it 

would be impossible to put on an education conference of this magnitude without the support of these 

companies and hospitals. CareFlite appreciates their support. Above left is Mike Smith, who came from the 

Pacific Northwest, where he is the director of a community college EMT/Paramedic training program.  

 
Photos for this edition are courtesy of Watson Kohankie, Carrollton Fire Fighter and Friend of CareFlite. 

 
 

A Special Thanks to 

Chief Mack Borchardt 

and the Frisco Fire 

Department for 

displaying their 1940 

vintage fire truck. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

  
 

Celebrate EMS Week With Us Next Yearé 

The 2012 CareFlite ECU Conference Will Be May 21
st
 & 22

nd
  

At The Arlington Convention Center 

Above: Scott Lail FF, FPC teaching Motor Cycle Mania and the 

Iron Horse Culture with Jason Dush FF, FPC looking on. Left: Bill 

Justice teaching the Clinical Challenge Hands On Lab. Below: 

Allen C. Wolfe, Jr. RN, MSN, CFRN, CCRN delivering the Day 1 

Keynote speech é Bizarre and Unusual Trauma Case Studies. 



 
 

 
 

The convention floor was larger than ever with vendors. This yearôs ECU Conference offered several clinical 

tracks, expanded hands on practical labs, management and educator tracks as well as safety classes. Each 

session offered numerous choices depending on the attendeeôs area of interest. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Above: Chris Croom FF, FPC, RT and Janice Smith CCLS teaching the Pediatric Hands on Skill Lab. 

Below: Ventricular Assist Device Lab. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Above: Pediatric Hands On Sill Lab. Below: Ventricular Assist Device Lab. 
 

 
 

Watch our website www.careflite.org for registration/ information about the 2012 Emergency Care Update 

http://www.careflite.org/


 
 

 
 

Above: Karen Yates RN, BS, CEN, LP teaching Ouch, That Has Got To Hurt. 

Below: Chris Betscher FPC teaching the Airway Obstacle Course 
 

 
 



 
 

   
 

Amber Tucker, above left, is a 15 year old resident of Ferris who was instrumental in saving the life of a neighbor that she 

found collapsed in his front yard. Amber called 911 and initiated First Responders along with CareFlite 911/EMS ground 

crews. Her demeanor and attitude over the phone and on scene showed her maturity as a young woman. She is surrounded 

left to right by W. Stephen Love ï President and CEO of the Dallas-Fort Worth Hospital Council, Ferris Councilman Jim 

Starr and Mrs. Angelique Hoover, the 2011 Mrs. Texas who came to the Great First Responder Award ceremony from her 

home in Houston. Above right is Mack Bennett, Granbury VFD Fire Fighter, who also won a 2011 Great First Responder 

Award with CareFlite President & CEO, James C. Swartz. 
 

     
 

Leon Frazier, Engineer and EMT-B is the most senior crewmember at Pecan Plantation Fire & EMS but itôs difficult to 

tell his age judging by his activity level. Leon inspires both Fire and EMS crews by his stamina,his desire to keep 

acquiring knowledge and willingness to work. His is constantly on the move and doing something. He is a volunteer who 

responds from home anytime, day or night. He has been known to even leave the golf course when help was needed. Not 

only does he keep the vehicles running, but he is one of our most reliable drivers as well. Pecan Plantation Fire & EMS 

feels fortunate and grateful for Leonôs participation. In the photo above left, he is surrounded by his wife and other 

members of Pecan Plantation Fire & EMS. Above right, Gail Maxwell MS, RN, FACHE ï CareFlite Board Chair and 

Vice President of the Baylor Health Care System addressed the conference on First Responders: The Critical Link in Pre-

hospital Care prior to the presentation of Great First Responder Awards. 

Do you know a Great First Responder? Nominate 

them today for a 2012 Great First Responder Award. 

Download the form at www.careflite.org . Awards 

will be presented 5/21/12 at Arlington Conv Center. 


